reviews
www.fairplay.co.uk

A useful introduction
to LNG bunkering
> As interest in LNG as ship fuel

increases, An Introduction to LNG bunkering
by Nigel Draffin presents a practical and
well-rounded review of the issues involved
in using this type of fuel. Draffin has nearly
50 years’ experience in the marine
industry and is author of half a dozen
bunker-related books.
In this publication, Draffin presents the
basics of using gas as a fuel before going on
to describe the types of engines it can be
used with.
LNG does have some handling issues,
which are discussed in a section on safety
that details special requirements for

equipment that is permissible in certain
gas-fuelled ships and in exclusion zones, and
when refuelling.
The forthcoming IMO International Gas
Fuelled Ships (IGF) code will provide greater
certainty with regard to regulations that
might be required for bunkering ships on
LNG, and Draffin mentions some key areas,
such as storage tanks and crew training, that
need to be resolved before the code is passed,
hopefully in 2014.
The book is clearly written and contains
numerous illustrations and pictures,
which are essential in a book about
‘new’ technology.

An indispensable
tanker vetting guide
> The 10th edition of Intertanko’s

A Guide to the Vetting Process aims to assist
shipboard and office staff by bringing together
information about the vetting of tankers in
one single reference guide. The guide is also
invaluable for charterers and oil majors to
understand requirements for vetting and port
state control (PSC) inspections.
The book includes details of procedures
required by PSCs and regional MoUs. The
information sheets from these organisations provide guidance on the duties of the
master and documentation that needs to be
compiled prior to arrival in a port. Further
factors that may give cause for a more
detailed inspection are also noted by the
contributors to this section.
Overall guidance from Intertanko
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includes a chain of
responsibility and
assigned officer duties
that will be useful when
preparing for inspections. The importance
of ﬁrst impressions is
emphasised – there
are no second
chances. Of particular
importance is the guidance on
completing the officer matrix, which
includes advice about how charterers view a
ship officers’ experience as officer of the
watch (OOW).
The guide also includes a section on oil
company and vetting organisation requirements, sometimes in signiﬁcant detail.
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Draffin’s work gives a technically solid,
solid
well-written overview of the state of LNG
bunkering technology today, and should
inform ship operators as they assess
whether this new technology is suitable for
their vessels.

> An introduction to LNG bunkering

by Nigel Drafﬁn is published by Petrospot
http://www.petrospot.com/

With a multiplicity of
inspecting organisations
in
in operation, harmonising
the inspection reports and
alerting
aler
Intertanko
memb
members
to changes in
vessel status that may require
renewed
renewe vetting inspections
are of signiﬁcant help to
tanker operators. A Guide to the
Vetting Process, compiled with
the help and support of vetting
departments
departme
of oil companies,
third-party
third-part inspectors, and PSCs,
is an invalu
invaluable source in this
important process.
A guide to the vetting process by Intertanko
is available as a book or e-book from
www.witherbyseamanship.com
or from booksellers or chart agents.
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