
ES
SA

YS
 IN

AD
MI

RA
LTY

ES
SA

YS
 IN

AD
MI

RA
LTY

Jean  
Chiazor Anishere

Sustaining Maritime 
Development in 
West Africa

Volume Two



i

 

ESSAYS IN ADMIRALTY 
(Volume Two) 

Sustaining Maritime Development in West Africa



ii

ESSAYS IN ADMIRALTY

Dedication

This book is dedicated to the first female Nigerian Chief 
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I fondly call ‘Auntie’, made the practice of Maritime Law in 

Nigerian Courts worthwhile.
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 Foreword

Foreword

In the first volume of this book, Essays in Admiralty: An Introduction to the 
Legal Issues in Shipping from a West African Perspective, we witnessed 
a brave attempt by the learned author to shine some light on the different 
aspects of shipping and maritime law which affect Nigeria particularly, and 
West Africa in general. 

This second volume, Essays in Admiralty: Sustaining Maritime Development 
in West Africa, as a follow-up on the earlier publication, elucidates the 
current state of affairs in the maritime sector in Nigeria and West Africa and 
how well the sector has developed over time. It discusses what is required 
to sustain such developments as recorded and to bring them up to speed 
with the leading nations.

In each of the chapters you will find enriching and well researched topics. I 
recommend this book to everyone, especially stakeholders in the maritime 
and shipping industry, as well as legal practitioners. 

I have known the learned author, Mrs Jean Chiazor Anishere, for many 
years as an erudite legal practitioner and resource person who has been 
very active in maritime legal practice. She prepares articles for publication in 
numerous journals and has delivered papers at seminars and conferences. 
She is on the Committee for the Seminar for Maritime Judges in Nigeria, of 
which I happen to be the Chairman, and has immensely contributed to the 
success of the Committee. 

I would encourage everyone to obtain a copy and read this book which I 
find very instructive on maritime law and shipping. The author has chosen 
to share the in-depth knowledge she has acquired over the years with the 
public and this choice of hers deserves to be fully appreciated by all, from 
the most experienced professionals to newcomers and students of this 
industry.

I highly commend it.

Hon. Justice I. N. Auta OFR 
Chief Judge, Federal High Court of Nigeria
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 Preface

Preface

My first book, entitled Essays in Admiralty and published in 2012, 
attempted to address the dearth of knowledge in admiralty and offer at 
least a starting point for those with an interest in this fascinating area. The 
positive feedback that it generated has encouraged me to continue to write 
and share my research and experience. Though some books have been 
published elsewhere on admiralty and related matters, there is still some 
way to go before the practice and administration of admiralty reach the 
desired levels in Nigeria.

Admiralty is dynamic and diverse but is also of great importance to the 
economic development of Nigeria. Thus, literature on admiralty that further 
explores its diverse nature and brings up new perspectives is always 
welcome.

In writing this book, my primary objective is to make available an up-to-date 
publication on the present state of maritime administration and maritime 
law in Nigeria, and sustainable developments therein. In discussing 
the developments in the maritime sector, the main aim of the book is to 
demonstrate how these contribute to a sustainable Nigerian economy.

It is my sincere wish that this book, in no small measure, will aid practitioners 
and administrators in developing and sustaining the maritime sector in 
Nigeria, in other African countries and beyond.

I wish to thank all my friends, colleagues and associates who assisted and 
contributed to the success of this book.

Ahoy!

Jean Chiazor Anishere
September 2015
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until the publication of the book in January 2012. Such was the response 
to that first book that Jean has been persuaded and encouraged to pen a 
second volume, further cementing her rightful place among the leaders of 
the maritime legal profession, not only in Nigeria but also throughout Africa 
and beyond.

Jean has enjoyed a long and productive career in the legal profession in 
Nigeria. She graduated from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, with 
a Bachelors degree in Law in 1985. She went on to achieve a Masters 
degree in Law from the University of Lagos, Akoka, and a Masters 
degree in Transport Management from the Ladoke Akintola University in 
Ogbomosho.

Jean was called to the Nigerian Bar in 1986 and, in 1990, was sworn 
as a Notary Public by the late Chief Justice of Nigeria, the Hon. Justice 
Mohammed. 

She has attended many international courses on maritime law and 
maritime-related issues, earning numerous certificates of merit, including 
a Certificate in Shipping from the Cambridge Academy of Transport in 
England. 

Her interest in maritime law was ignited during her time at the law firm 
of Olisa Agbakoba and Associates, when the Maritime Institute in Lagos 
State University, Ojo, was inaugurated. 

Jean served at the Lagos State Ministry of Justice in Lagos State from 
1986-1987. She was a solicitor in the law firm of Jane Afolabi & Co. in 
Lagos from 1988-1989, Head of Chambers at Bayo Kehinde & Co. in Lagos 
from 1989-1994, Managing Solicitor at Olisa Agbakoba & Associates from 
1994-1996, and she has been Principal Counsel at Jean Chiazor & Co. 
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Biographical Centre of Cambridge, England in recognition of her services 
to law, and the International Professional of the Year 2005, presented by 
the same organisation, for her excellent practice in the field of law.
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She has served as a maritime legal consultant to the House of 
Representatives’ Committee on Marine Transport and on some international 
conventions. She trained the first set of the cabotage enforcement officers 
for the Nigerian Maritime Administration & Safety Agency (NIMASA) on 
cabotage law and implementation. She is a founding member of and sits on 
the Committee of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council, working in collaboration 
with the National Judicial Institute on the bi-annual Maritime Seminar for 
Judges. 

Jean has helped to establish viable maritime desks for some commercial 
banks in Lagos, Nigeria. 

Jean’s professional memberships and affiliations are numerous and 
include: The Nigerian Bar Association; Nigerian Chamber of Shipping; 
International Bar Association; Founding Member and President of the 
Women’s International Shipping & Trading Association – Nigeria (WISTA-
Nigeria); Nigeria Maritime Law Association; Enterprise Network for West 
Africa; Nigeria-Britain Association; Fellow of the International Biographical 
Centre, Cambridge, England; Fellow of the Institute of Directors – Nigeria; 
Founding Member of the National Judicial Institute/Nigerian Shippers’ 
Council Committee on the Maritime Seminar for Judges; Member of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK); Panel Member of the Maritime 
Arbitrators Association of Nigeria; Member of the International Chamber 
of Commerce – Nigeria (ICC-N); and Secretary/Legal Adviser to the Ship 
Owners Association of Nigeria (SOAN) and 1st Vice President of African 
Women in Maritime (WIMAFRICA).

Jean has published many articles on legal and maritime issues in several 
journals and books in contribution to the development and growth of the 
maritime industry and she initiated and wrote the Admiralty Matters column 
for Nigeria’s Ships and Ports media house. Jean also regularly contributes 
to the training programme and annual career summit organised by Ships 
and Ports Communications and the Nigerian Chamber of Shipping.

Jean Chiazor Anishere is a widely travelled, well known and highly 
respected individual whose undying enthusiasm for maritime law and the 
shipping industry to which she relates is an inspiration to everyone.

Llewellyn Bankes-Hughes 
Managing Director 
Petrospot Limited 
Oxford, UK 
September 2015
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