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1.  Nominations sought for WISTA Personality of the Year 2010 

2.  Jean Richards warns of dangers of tonnage oversupply

3.  WISTA ready to help career of keen maritime students

4.  Afrimari surges ahead and thanks WISTA

5.  New website opens opportunities for shore careers

6.  Baltic Exchange honours IMO Secetary-General Mitropoulos

7.  Insurance education leader honoured by Chartered Insurance Institute

8.  Second female director for American P&I Club

9. New appointment for leading WISTA Sweden member Lena Göthberg

10. Shipowners launch update on seafarer record keeping

11.  Women in key Royal Navy roles on HMS Richmond

12. An Introduction to Bunkering Operations -- major new book

13.  High Court rules on hire status of ships seized by pirates

14. Videoclips of the month: Historic UK Ship to Become Sea Heritage 
Museum
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planes.  Of special interest to the WISTA party was a briefing by a Royal Marines team of how 
they go about neutralising and seizing vessels suspected of involvement in piracy.  In the light 
of the impressive participation of women in the Richmond’s main complement, we asked if 
women were involved in anti-piracy sniper teams, and the reply was negative. The Ministry of 
Defence website has the following question and answer: Can women join the Royal Marines? 
Yes, Government policy states that females are restricted from operating and fighting in front 
line infantry units, however, women are eligible to join the Royal Marines Band Service and, 
through joining the Royal Navy, may be drafted to the Royal Marines in a number of exciting 
support roles. 

An excellent account of the visit is given by Sam Ignarski in his Bow Wave publication: 
www.wavyline.com

12. An Introduction to Bunkering Operations -- major new book

Baffled by subject of marine bunkering? As most of our readers realise, the process is 
vulnerable to costly miscalculation and technical mistakes, and can be hard for office-based 
personnel to understand.  A new book, An Introduction to Bunkering Operations, by Nigel 
Draffin, published by Petrospot (www.petrospot.com/books) sets out to explain and illustrate 
exactly how the industry works. 

 Mr Draffin, who has been involved in shipping for more than 44 years, 24 years of them 
closely concerned with ship bunker management, said that for many people, the operations 
pose problems and restrictions. The book, his fourth on fuel topics, aims to put the whole 
process into context. 

He has received a clear endorsement from Capt Cees de Keijzer, president of the World Ship 
Society Rotterdam branch and former senior policy adviser and bunker coordinator at the Port 
of Rotterdam, who writes a forward to the book. Capt de Keijzer says: Beyond question, 
marine fuel is regarded as the lifeblood of shipping and, with the high prices and all the 
changes that are still to come, we should be always aware of how many thousands and even 
millions of dollars are involved every time a ship receives bunkers. He is convinced that this 
book will be of great help to anyone involved in storing, blending, delivering, sampling or 
handling marine fuels in any way. 

Llewellyn Bankes-Hughes, publisher of the book, says that conveying complicated subject 
matter in an easily-understood manner is Mr Draffin’s speciality and helps explain his success 
and popularity as an author, teacher and mentor. 

The book is filled with photographs, charts and diagrams to help the reader visualise 
important aspects of bunker operations. Mr Draffin covers the paperwork that needs to be 
done and looks at the regulations, including MARPOL Annex VI and the International Ship and 
Port Facility Security Code. The book goes into detail on areas that are often ignored – 
sometimes to great cost and inconvenience – such as variations in flange and hose sizes.

13.  High Court rules on hire status of ships seized by pirates

A warning has emerged from a High Court case that shipowners and charterers should take 
into account the consequences of possible piracy disruption to a voyage, when negotiating 
charter parties. 

If the intention is for the vessel to be placed off-hire for the duration of detention by pirates, 
unambiguous language should be included in the charter party to this effect. In the light of 
this decision, mere reliance on clause 15 of the New York Produce Exchange charter will be 
insufficient, said law firm Clyde & Co, commenting on the case in its latest Shipping Update. 

In the case Cosco Bulk Carrier Co v Team-Up Owning Co [2010] EWHC 1340,  the court ruled 
on whether detention by pirates entitled charterers to put the vessel off-hire. 

On  February 22 2009 the Saldanha, a 38,000 dwt dry bulk carrier, carrying coal from Indonesia 
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